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Course/Grade: Grade 5  State/Group: NJ 
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 UNIT SUMMARY    

 
 All students will use digital tools to access, manage, evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve problems 

 individually and collaboratively and to create and communicate knowledge. 
   

    

 

UNIT RESOURCES 

 Microsoft Word or Publisher 

 PowerPoint 

 Microsoft Excel 

 Microsoft Access 

 Kidspiration/Inspiration 

   

 

Internet Resource Links: 

 www.mcgough.webs.com/colonialnewspaper.htm 
 www.kidinfo.com 

 http://climate.rutgers.edu/stateclim_v1/njclimdata.html 

 www.usgs.gov 

 

   

    
    
STAGE ONE    

    

  

GOALS AND STANDARDS  

 

 8.1.8.A.1. Create professional documents (e.g., newsletter, personalized learning plan, business letter or 

flyer) using advanced features of a word processing program. 

 8.1.8.B.2. Plan and create a simple database, define fields, input data, and produce a report using sort and 

query. 

 8.1.8.C.3. Create a multimedia presentation including sound and images. 

 8.1.8.D.4. Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information.. 

 8.1.8.E.5. Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve 

problems. 

   

    

 
ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS –  The use of technology and digital tools requires knowledge and appropriate use of 

operations and related applications. A tool is only as good as the person using it. 
   

      

    

     

http://www.mcgough.webs.com/colonialnewspaper.htm
http://www.kidinfo.com/
http://climate.rutgers.edu/stateclim_v1/njclimdata.html


ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS – In a world of constant technological change, what skills should we learn? How do I choose 

which technological tools to use and when is it appropriate to use them? How can I transfer what I know to new 

technological situations/experiences? 

     

    

 

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS – All students will use digital tools to access, manage, evaluate, and synthesize 

information in order to solve problems individually and collaboratively and to create and communicate knowledge.  
   

      

    
STAGE TWO    

    

 

PERFORMANCE TASKS –  

 8.1.8.A.1 - Students will create a document in Word. 
 8.1.8.A.2 - Students will create a database 
 8.1.8.A.3 - Students create a multimedia presentation. 
 8.1.8.A.4 - Students create a spreadsheet. 
 8.1.8.A.5 - Students complete a graphic organizer. 

 

   

     

    

 OTHER EVIDENCE    

  Teacher observation, printed documents, NJ TAPIN rubric     

 
   

STAGE THREE    

    

 

LEARNING ACTIVITIES – 
 8.1.8.A.1 Students create a persuasive letter in collaboration with LA teacher.  Students create a colonial 

newspaper. www.mcgough.webs.com/colonialnewspaper.htm www.kidinfo.com 

 8.1.8.A.2 Using thermometers, psychrometers, and other weather instruments, collect data and observations 
of daily weather. Identify relationships among variables and identify any changes that may be related to the 
passing of air masses. Use Microsoft Access to record the data then compare their observations with students 
in other schools. 

 8.1.8.A.3 Students pick a hero and create a PowerPoint biography. Students create a “How to…”presentation 
tutorial on solving a math problem. 

 8.1.8.A.4 – Using yearly weather data from http://climate.rutgers.edu/stateclim_v1/njclimdata.html 

plot the changes in precipitation and temperature over the past 30 years, and identify any changes during 

that time period.   Create a statement about the climate of New Jersey, and explain why this statement is 

only a generalization for the state based on the variations in the climate across the state.  

Earthquake tracking - Students record recent earthquakes and create line graph using www.usgs.gov 

 8.1.8.A.5 – At the teacher’s discretion, students create a graphic organizer in Kidspiration or Inspiration.  Use 
a variety of technology tools, students display their daily food intake using 
http://www.choosemyplate.gov/myplate/index.aspx 
for research. 
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